
 February Newsletter 



02/04 Larry Allen 

          02/05 Daniel Beasmore 

              02/05 Frances Anne Ogletree 

                  02/06 Carl Bell                                              

   02/06 Wes Klennon 

02/06 Tom Tollett 

02/07 Cadhli Gannon 

          02/07 Alice Meyers 

            02/08 Teresa Borton      

                                    02/09 Pete Soroka 

                                   02/10 Eric Martin 

                                   02/12 Ed Lowery 

      02/13 Lucy Kaufmann 

              02/13 Carol Thames 

              02/15 Bill Andrews 

              02/17 Tim Allen   

              02/17 Kayleen Andersen 

              02/21 John Borton 

              02/22 Patty Zanone 

              02/23 Barry Bouchillon 

              02/24 Karla Baumgartner 

              02/24 Ken Harrison 

              02/24 Dub Pierce 

              02/27 Ken Schrichte 

February 1 - Larry & Shar Allen           

February 2 - Fred & Linda Schaffer 

February 7 - Tony & Alice Meyers 

February 14 - Mike & Gerri Bojanzyk 

February 26 - Ralph & Judy Davis 



Leadership Spotlight 

 
Cass Lowery is our Adult Leadership 
Team Leader.  They are the ones who 
have planned lots of fun trips including a 
baseball game last summer and the re-
cent train ride.   
 
Cass and Ed have been members of FG 
FBC since they moved to the Glade from 
southern New Jersey in 2008.  Since 
then, both have become very active in 
the church.  Ed serves on the Safety and 
Security Team while Cass wears lots of 
other hats.  In addition to the Adult 
Leadership role, she serves as our Nurse-
ry coordinator, has been integral in 
Sports Camp leadership, and often helps 
around the office.  When asked why she 
does all that she does around the church, 
she simply said, “The Lord just told me 
to get going!” 
 
I’m glad she listened!   
 
When you see Cass around the church, 
thank her for all the ways she serves the 
Lord by serving the church.  THANK 
YOU Cass, for all you do for God and 
for us! 

February is commonly associated with Valentine’s 

Day and love and hearts and chocolate and little  

candy hearts and love.. 

 

According to Wikipedia, St. 

Valentine was a 3rd century 

Roman saint who was mar-

tyred in the age of the Chris-

tian persecutions and whose 

body was buried on February 

14.  Through history, he has 

been associated with love, but 

did you know that he is also 

the patron saint of beekeepers?  

(Could it be that’s why we call 

our sweethearts, Honey”?)  

Valentine’s Day is a fun day 

and gives us a good excuse to 

tell someone that we love and 

appreciate them. 

 

Love is a hallmark of Chris-

tian faith.  Jesus said (John 

13:35), By this shall all men 

know that you are My disci-

ples, if you have love one to 

another.  One of the best evan-

gelism and outreach tools, one 

of the best gauges of unity in 

the church, one of the best  

witnesses to our love for God 

is the love that we show to one 

another.  Sadly, churches can 

be some of least loving places 

on earth.  Criticism and  

bickering can destroy the  

witness of a church.  But I don’t want to go there.  

What does a loving church look like? 

 

First and foremost, it must be borne in a love of God.  

It should be a reflection of the love and sacrifice that 

Jesus exampled for us.  He was compassionate to 

needs and forgiving when  

persons didn’t always do the right 

things.  A loving church should 

be passionate about reflecting the 

character of Jesus to a lost world. 

 

But that’s not all.  A loving 

church should also love one an-

other.  There are no less than 

eighteen “one another” verses in 

the  Bible that describe how 

Christians should treat one  

another...  Be at peace with one 

another; honor one another; 

build up one another; accept one 

another; serve one another; be 

patient with one another; be kind 

to one another; forgive one  

another; do not complain against 

one another...  Those are just a 

few.   

 

We live in a world that seems to 

be coming apart at the seams.  

Hate seems to be winning the 

day.  Christians should be differ-

ent.  Maybe we should use this 

month to love on one another.  

Might it not be refreshing to be 

different?  

 - Pastor Doug 

Leadership Spotlight 
Carl Bell 

Safety & Security Team 
 
Carl and Sue have been married for 24 
years.   They moved to the Glade from 
Orlando, Florida, and became members 
of FBC about 9 ½ years ago.    Carl was 
an Internet Technology (IT) manager at 
ATT and also volunteered with the local 
Sheriff’s office in Florida.   
 
Shortly after joining the church, he got 
involved with the Safety & Security 
Team.  At that time, most of what the 
Team did was help park cars during spe-
cial events.  Carl has led the Team for 
over eight years now.  During that time, 
he has worked with the local police and 
sheriff departments to develop a Safety 
Plan for the church.  The Team has spon-
sored “active shooter” response training.  
They limit points of entry into the church 
during worship services and other activi-
ties, patrol the hallways, and help if any-
one needs medical attention during 
church events.  They have overseen the 
installation of high-definition cameras 
and alarm systems indoors and out so 
that our facilities can be better protected.   
 
Whenever you see someone walking 
around with a walkie-talkie or a wire 
hanging from their ear, be at ease.  It’s 
just Carl or one of the Safety Team.  
Thank them for helping make FG FBC a 
safer place. 



 

CLC and Business Meeting Wrap-up 

 

Fundraising in the church...  The CLC discussed this issue at length.  The church operates 

with a budget.  Any special offerings or fundraising outside of the budget must be approved 

by the office, the CLC, and/or the entire church body at a business meeting, depending on 

the purpose and scope of the fundraising effort.  Individuals or groups should not approach 

Sunday School classes or church members for special projects without prior approval.  To re-

ceive approval, the best place to start is with the church staff.  The staff can forward it the 

appropriate Leadership Team if necessary.  Sometimes, it might be determined that the pro-

ject can be covered through the budget; other times a special offering or fundraising request 

can be announced through the office. 

At the request of the Ragsdale family, the CLC voted to establish a Lois Ragsdale Memorial 

Fund for the purpose of receiving money for the purchase of LED-style sign for the church.  

The CLC discussed possible locations and logistics of placing a sign.  Different options will be 

explored.   But if location and logistics become impossible, the funds could then be placed 

into the building fund. 

The church received a positive year-end report from the Stewardship/Finance Team regard-

ing 2022 giving.  Expenses were down largely because we did not operate with full team of 

paid staff.  Because of our emphasis to try to pay off the building mortgage by the end of 

2023, giving to the building fund was up.  Our mortgage debt is now down to $252,378.  So 

let’s do it... Let’s be “Debt Free in 2023!”  

In other notes:   

We welcomed six new members to our congregation. 

Carol Thames was approved to serve as our new Fellowship Team Leader. 

Frank Huff and George Mueller were approved to serve as Trustees. 

We have scheduled revival services for October 15-18, with pastor and evangelist Monty 

Bounds from Mississippi. 



 

 

 

When God's Army shows up . . . 

Things get done! A great BIG THANK YOU TO ALL who helped take down Christ-
mas, pack it, and put it away. It was a big job and it got done quickly and order-
ly! You are an awesome group of people. And thanks to the one taking this pic-
ture: Sam Newell. 



 

We desperately need your help in the nursery.  

Due to health issues and a recent relocation, our volunteers are 
down 4 (yes 4) persons!  You may think, “There hasn’t been any 
little ones recently.  Why do we need to have nursery work-
ers?”  Our answer, “Just recently a young family was visiting, 
looking for a home church and the sweetest child needed care 
while the family attended services.  And doesn’t our Lord want 
us to be prepared for others who will come?”  Only asking for 
only one hour a month!!  Please step up and serve the Lord in 
this ministry!  Contact Cass Lowery 
at edandcasslowery@gmail.com or call (609) 364-8016. We 
will work with your availability….. 

mailto:edandcasslowery@gmail.com


TEA in ‘23 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

When:  Saturday, March 11, 2PM!  You are invited to a “Tea in ‘23”. 

Time:    2PM 

Where:  Fellowship Hall at our church 

Who:     YOU-- MEN and WOMEN; Married and Singles 

Have you ever been to a Tea?  Well, here’s your chance.  Come see what’s it’s all about and 

enjoy wonderful refreshments.   

(And for those of you who really do not like tea, we’ll even have coffee and water.)   

And then as a special treat:  the afternoon will be topped off with a wonderful pianist, Tony 

Gross, who has enjoyed playing piano since he was 5 years old.  His hope has been to use 

music to bring others toward Christ.  He believes God has given him the gift of music, and 

that it is his best way to fulfill Jesus’ Great Commission. 

 

Signups will be in our church lobby on Sunday, February 5, 12, 19 & 26.  
Guests are welcome to attend and there is no fee.  However, EVERYONE 
MUST SIGNUP AND GET A TICKET.  In addition to signing up, if you would 

like to “Host” a table, please inquire during signup. 

 

So come join the Fellowship and Fun on Saturday, March 11  



Have You Ever Visited the “Everlasting Nation Museum?” 

Do You Know What This Museum is All About? 

 

The Everlasting Nation Museum is located in Hixson, TN (near Chattanooga). It’s a 

museum that takes you through the history of Israel and the biblical history of the 

Jewish faith and is an outreach of the International Board of Jewish Missions (IBJM). 

The IBJM was founded in 1949 by Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus who was raised as an 

Orthodox Jew. In his early twenties, he trusted Jesus as Messiah and Savior after 

reading Isaiah 53. God led him to become an ambassador to his own people, 

establishing the IBMJ ministry. The mission is to share the truth of the Messiah with 

Jewish people and see them come to the Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

The museum includes a replica of a section of the Western Wall in Jerusalem and 

exhibits depicting Abraham’s tent, The Passover, The Temple, a Jewish wedding and 

the Rebirth of Israel. The Holocaust section includes a replica of  

Corrie ten Boom’s Hiding Place. 

Has your interest been peaked? Do you want to learn more? We’re planning an outing 

to the museum in April. So be sure to listen and look for more information coming 

soon!! Attendance may be limited. 



As the old year draws to a close and we prepare for a new year, we would like to thank those of you who 

have generously donated material to our church library.  Many of you have left books without a note and so 

we can’t send a personal “Thank You” because we don’t know who you are, but 

please accept this Thank You. 

Once again, our green cart will be in the hallway outside the library door with free 

devotions and Bibles during December and January.  Many of you enjoy variety and 

would like  to try a new devotional in the new year.  Feel free to take a devotional 

book from the cart.  You may  want to exchange your old one for a new one.  You 

will also find free used Bibles on the cart.  Some of our members and visitors have 

asked if they could take one for a friend.   YES, YES, YES!  We want to encourage 

friends and visitors to have a Bible of their own. 

Let’s prepare to stay in God’s Word in a variety of ways to grow and love Him more.   

To God be the Glory 

 

 

 

 

AWANA Bus/Van Drivers and Copilots 

We REALLY NEED more drivers and copilots for the Wednesday AWANA program.  Each 
route takes an hour or less.  The pickup routes leave the church about 4:45; the dropoff 
routes, about 7:30.  You can sign up for either route or both as a driver and/or copilot - we 
are really flexible!  But we also really need the help!  With enough helpers, nobody should 
need to do it more than a time or two a month. 



Deacon Ministry 

Our deacon body is made up of men who meet the qualifications for deacons 

according to Scripture and who are willing to receive the church’s calling to 

help us minister to special needs among persons in our church and communi-

ty. According to our church policies, deacons serve for three years before tak-

ing a break for at least a year. However, if the need arises, a deacon may serve 

a second consecutive three-year term before taking a one year break. Most re-

cently, our church has benefitted from the faithful service of three men, two of 

whom have served six consecutive years. In 2023, they will take a break. There-

fore, we will be officially operating with one deacon, Randy Andersen. He needs 

help! In a few weeks, you will be hearing about a plan to include anyone and 

everyone in a ‘deacon helper’ ministry. It will be coordinated through the 

church office with the guidance of our deacon(s). It will be a way to organize 

the church into ministry teams so that we can better minister to one another 

and to the community. Watch for more information and begin praying about 

being involved. 

Children’s and Youth Sunday School  

Teachers Needed 

Teachers are needed for the new year for our youth (7th - 12th Grade) and Chil-

dren (4th - 6th Grade).  Please contact Rudy Varju or the church office if you are 

interested. 

Leadership Team - Ministry Opportunities 

Serving on a leadership team is a great way to serve the church and help us 

strengthen and grow.  You can find descriptions of all of the teams on our web-

site.  If you are interested in serving on a team, contact the team leader or the 

church office.  We would love to have you! 



NEEDED:  Your smile and a helping hand to 

greet all persons and hand out bulletins as 

they enter on Sunday mornings.  Also, direct 

anyone needing to know where a specific 

Sunday School class or the Nursery is.  

If you’d like to join the First Impressions 

Team please contact Deb Carlson at  

931.210.9998 or email tenndlc@gmail.com  

Bible Study 

Tuesday’s @ 1:00pm 

February 7, 14, 21, & 28 

Led by: Ray Prigodich 

“Correctly Interpreting the Word of Truth” 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discipleship Class  

Led By:  Bill & Brenda Foley 
 

Bible Study Series - Wednesday's @ 5:30 pm 
Room 202 - Conference Room 

 
What Does Unity In The Church Mean 

What Are Ways To Witness 
How Do Faith And Works Relate 

What Are Angels 
 

Come and be a part of this Exciting Class ! 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 4, 2022 

4:00pm 
 

Upcoming Concerts: 
   January 29, 2023 - Legacy Five  

   April 30, 2023 - Booth Brothers 

   July 30, 2023 - Whisnats 

    October 29, 2023 - The Kramers 

 



Yes, it’s time to sign up for 3x3 Dinner Groups. Groups will be assigned in 

March for March, April and May; in June for June, July and August; and fi-

nally in September for September, October and November. December will be 

a big Christmas Party with everyone participating together. Lots of  fun and 

fellowship and very little work for any one couple. This fellowship is open to 

everyone – married couple, dating couples, and even singles. If  you are sin-

gle, just find another single to be the other half  of  your team! Be sure to sign 

up in our church lobby before, between or after one of  our Worship Services. 

If  you are one or our “snowbirds,” you may contact Cass Lowery or call the 

church office, and someone will get back to you.  So, what’s stopping you. If  

you need additional information about the 3x3 fellowship, stop by the signup 

table. Give it a try. You’ll have lots of  fun and fellowship and actually get to 

know others! 

It’s Time for 3x3’s 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

February 9 - Memory Loss Support Group @ 11:00 am 

February 14 - Soothing Souls @ 1:00 pm 

February 16 - Game Night  (Soup & Games) @ 6:00 pm 

February 16 - Care Ministry Meeting @ 10:00 am 

February 18 - Men’s Breakfast @ 8:00 am  

February 21 - Discipleship Team Meeting @ 3:30 pm 

February 21 - Evangelism Team Meeting @ 3:30 pm 

February 28 - Soothing Souls @ 1:00 pm 

First Baptist Church  Golf League 

 

 

 

 

Golf resumes in March, 2023 


