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Aahh... Love is in the air!  February is the month of 
romance.  I tried looking up the history of St. Valentineôs 
Day and found several different legends.  One is that it 
stems from a pagan fertility festival; there are a couple 
stories about a Catholic priest and some things he might 
have done to become the iconic St. Valentine.  But 
whatever is correct, we know that Valentines Day in some 
form or another has been celebrated since around 300 
A.D.  Regardless of its origin, it has come to symbolize a 
holiday of love.  But I am so glad that love isnôt confined 
to just a day or so a year; although when you are in love, 
years float by like mere days.   
 
Jesus had a lot to say about love.  It could be said that it 
was His central theme.  For God so loved the world...  
Love your neighbor as yourself...  Love your enemies...  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart...  If you love 
Me, keep my commandments...  Greater love has no one 
than this...  As the Father has loved Me, so I have loved 
you: continue in My love...  Abide in My love...  By this 
shall all men know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another.  One of the purposes for which we 
were created is love - the type of love that God shows 
toward us.   
 
Our society today has a very different definition of love.  
Most of it centers around sexuality --most of that spills 
into sinful lifestyles and acts.  Thatôs so sad.  Love is so 
much more.  Christlike love lifts us up.  Itôs goes so much 
farther and deeper than the cheap love of the world.  Itôs 
what causes us to care for our neighbors.  Itôs what urges 
us to respond to friends and strangers in need.  And 
hopefully itôs what spurs us on to tell others about Christ.  
Spiritual lostness is the harshest disease on earth.  Our 
Christlike love should cause us to care enough to share the 
cure.  Letôs reclaim Jesusô definition of love.  Who can 
you share it with this month?  
 

********************** 

In the past couple of months, I have been quietly floating 
around the idea of the church building a new building with 

the primary purpose of adding classrooms for the churchôs 
Sunday School, discipleship, and AWANA programs.  It 
is something we need if the church is ever going to grow 
its ministry in those areas.  Unfortunately, building costs 
these days are astronomical.  But I believe that itôs a 
conversation worth starting.  The CLC has voiced 
sentiment to begin a building campaign to start saving up 
for the day when we think we could build.  While itôs not 
yet an official proposal, I wanted to take this opportunity 
to tell you of the possibility.  Letôs begin praying about it.  
Maybe God will lay it on some hearts to seed a  building 
fund with some large donations to get it started and 
motivate others. 
 
This is what I shared with the CLC in December... 
 
When FG FBC first conceived the idea of building our 
current building, they thought big.  They envisioned a 
multi-phased site plan that included (beyond what we 
currently have) an education wing, life center (gym), 
covered pavilion, an amphitheater, and a ball field.  In 
fact, much of the current structure would have been 
two stories high and have ample classrooms and 
storage areas.   
 
Well, because of costs, Phase 1 got reduced 
significantly to what we have today.  Although 
very nice, it is inadequate for what we need in 
terms of Sunday School and discipleship.  We 
need more educational space.   
 
I want to plant a seed today.  I believe itôs time 
for FBC to begin the process to build a new 
building that could meet a couple of the goals of 
the church when they embarked on the journey to 
build this building.  I do not think we need all the 
trimmings that they were proposing at that time; 
but I think we could accomplish a significant part 
of their vision with a single structure. 
 

Hmmm?  I wonder if we could? 
-Pastor Doug 

JANUARY CLC Wrap-up 

The finance/stewardship team reported for the first quarter of 2025 we have  received  103.71% of our budgeted need 

through general tithes and offerings for this year.  This is just above our goal.  Praise be to God!  He is faithful! 

The CLC discussed the following:  

¶ The CLC approved 4 new persons into church membership & 2 removals of membership by death. 

¶ The CLC approved LuAnn Klein as a member of the Youth Leadership Team 

¶ The CLC approved the request for a ñSOUPòer Bowl Sunday soup drive to benefit the Oakdale Childrenôs Home 

on February 8. 



Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it.  Psalm 127:1a 

Fruit of the Spirit ðpart 2  

ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƧƻȅΣ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ǇŀǝŜƴŎŜΣ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎΣ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΣ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΣ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƴŜǎǎΣ ǎŜƭŦ-

ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΤ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭŀǿΦέ Dŀƭŀǝŀƴǎ рΥнн-но ώb!{.фрϐ 

 tŜǊƘŀǇǎ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǘƻƻ ƻǇǝƳƛǎǝŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎǿƻǊŘ 

ǇǳȊȊƭŜ L ƻũŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ 

ƻũŜǊ ŀƴȅ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴǎΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǾŜǊǎŜ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǝǘƭŜ όŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎύ ŀƴŘ 

ŬƎǳǊŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

мффр b!{. ŦƻǊ Dŀƭŀǝŀƴǎ рΥнн-но ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊπ

ƛǘΦ L ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ōŜƭƻǿΦ 

 !ǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǳƴǇŀŎƪ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴƛƴŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ 

ŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ 

tŀǳƭΧ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǝƳŜ όŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀπ

ǎƻƴύΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘΥ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƧƻȅΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǇŜŀŎŜΧ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎȅƭƭŀōƭŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǎȅƭƭŀōƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

ƘŀǾŜΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎȅƭƭŀōƭŜǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŬπ

ŎŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ  

 ²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻǳƴǝƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƭƭŀōƭŜǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ Ŭƴπ

ƎŜǊǎΣ ƭŜǘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƛǎΧ 

[ƻǾŜΣ WƻȅΣ tŜŀŎŜ 

tŀǝŜƴŎŜΣ YƛƴŘƴŜǎǎΣ DƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ 

CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΣ DŜƴǘƭŜƴŜǎǎΣ {ŜƭŦ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ 

 ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎπ

ǎƛǾŜΧ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ 

ƘŀǾŜ ƧƻȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨƻȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƻ ƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘǎ Iƛǎ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ 

ƛǎ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ Iƛǎ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǎǳōƳƛǎπ

ǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΣ ƻōŜȅƛƴƎ IƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ 

{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎƻŘƭȅ ōŜπ

ƘŀǾƛƻǊǎΦ 

 [ƻǾŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ 

ŬǊǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ L 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 

ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŀŎŜǎΦ 

DƻŘ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ όŎŦΦ м Wƴ пΥуΤ Wƴ оΥмсύΦ 

{ǳŎƘ ǎŜƭŦ-ǎŀŎǊƛŬŎƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜƴǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴπ

ƴŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ-

ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜΦ 

 Wƻȅ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛŘƛƴƎ ƛƴƴŜǊ ǊŜƧƻƛŎƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ 

ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀōƛŘŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ όŎŦΦ Wƴ мрΥммύ ŀƴŘ 

ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ 

DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ όŎŦΦ wƻƳ уΥнуύΦ 

 tŜŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ όŎŦΦ Wƴ мпΥнтύΣ ŀƴ ƛƴƴŜǊ ǊŜǎǘ 

ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛŜǘƴŜǎǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎπ

ŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŬŜǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ όŎŦΦ tƘƛƭ пΥтύΦ 

 ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƎǊŀŎŜǎ όŦǊǳƛǘύ ŀǊŜ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛƴ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǘƻ 

ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŀŎŜǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎΣ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨƘŀōƛǘǎΩ ƛƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ 

Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƧƻȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ōƭƻǎǎƻƳ ƛƴ ǳǎΗ 

YŜŜǇ ƻƴ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΗ                                  -tŀǎǘƻǊ 9ƭƭƛƻǘ 
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²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ²a¦Κ 

      ¢ƘŜ ²a¦ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

ǿƘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ          

{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ .ŀǇǝǎǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎΣ     

Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ  

¢ƘŜ ²a¦ ƘŜƭǇǎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ  

ǿƻƳŜƴ ŦǳƭŬƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 

{ŀŦƻƴŘƛŀ ¢ǳƳǳƭǘȅ όослύ спл-нуфн 

 ƻǊ WŀƴƛŎŜ .ƻǘōȅƭ όфомύ нсл-пмто 










