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   01/02 Dorothy Kester  

     01/11 Anna Faalafua 

                01/11 Mary Higgins 

01/13 John George                                                 

 01/13 Sherry Kallas 

       01/13 Jackie LaFerney 

01/15 Jim Botbyl 

     01/15 Wesley Moss    

   01/15 Bob Zanone        

                01/19 Tom Reigle 

              01/20 Janice Greene 

              01/21 Janice Botbyl 

      01/21 Blanche Putnam 

              01/23 Robert Skaggs 

              01/25 Joe Boggio 

              01/30 Nancy Keith    

              01/30 Ben Ogletree 

              01/31 Polly Dykstra   

 

January 01 - Dick & Ruth Schoeder             

January 15 - Kent & Stephanie Bergene 

January 16 - Ken & Shirley Harrison 

 



Leadership Spotlight 

 
Cass Lowery is our Adult Leadership 
Team Leader.  They are the ones who 
have planned lots of fun trips including a 
baseball game last summer and the re-
cent train ride.   
 
Cass and Ed have been members of FG 
FBC since they moved to the Glade from 
southern New Jersey in 2008.  Since 
then, both have become very active in 
the church.  Ed serves on the Safety and 
Security Team while Cass wears lots of 
other hats.  In addition to the Adult 
Leadership role, she serves as our Nurse-
ry coordinator, has been integral in 
Sports Camp leadership, and often helps 
around the office.  When asked why she 
does all that she does around the church, 
she simply said, “The Lord just told me 
to get going!” 
 
I’m glad she listened!   
 
When you see Cass around the church, 
thank her for all the ways she serves the 
Lord by serving the church.  THANK 
YOU Cass, for all you do for God and 
for us! 

Happy New Year!  At the beginning of every new 

year, there seems to be a feeling of hope and renewal; 

a new start.  For some, it 

might be a resolve to lose 

weight or to exercise more.  

For some, it might be a new 

look or a new relationship or a 

new job.  I hope you might 

resolve to read the Bible more 

and be more tuned in to God’s 

leadership in your life.  What-

ever you might resolve to do 

anew this year, if it’s some-

thing wholesome and God-

honoring, then I wish you suc-

cess.  May this be a great year 

for you! 

 

Here at the church, we could 

use some folks who want to 

make a new resolve to serve 

God this year.  This box   ➔

lists lots of ways you can help.  

The fact is, the last 3 years 

have been really tough on us.  

We lost lots of good people in 

lots of different ways, so we 

have a lot of ministry needs to 

fill in.  Here are some num-

bers.  Since COVID began al-

most three years ago: 

• 17 persons have died  

• 29 people have moved 

away; 

• 40 changed churches local-

ly (at least 25 of those to 

the same church) 

• 1 stopped attending church 

• 6 have become homebound 

That accounts for 93 persons, nearly half the congre-

gation, in less than 3 years!  During that time, we also 

gained 57 persons (including 20 

by baptism!)  Although we’ve 

added some really good new 

members, you can see that we 

haven’t kept pace.  We certainly 

hope to change that in 2023.   

 

One of the first things we need is 

to strengthen our koinonia - our 

sense of Godly fellowship and 

togetherness; our love for one 

another; our unity and common 

purpose.  We need to close the 

back door to people leaving to 

other local churches and swing 

open wide the front doors to new 

people coming in.  We need to 

pitch in to help and encourage 

one another.  Let’s resolve to-

gether to rebuild this church in 

2023 to be a church known for its 

love toward one another and its 

commitment to the Lord.   

 

Elsewhere in this newsletter, you 

will find some information about 

some of the opportunities listed 

here in the box.  Some of those 

are very critical needs such as the 

Audio/Video, Praise Team, and 

Deacon Helpers.  If you can help 

with those things, we need you!  

If not, then please join us in pray-

er for those who can.  May God 

bless FG FBC in 2023! 

 

  - Pastor Doug 

Leadership Spotlight 
 

YOU!! 
 

What does a leader at FG FBC look like?  
• A person who loves Jesus. 
• A person who loves FG FBC. 
• A person who loves people. 
• A person who wants to be of service 

to God. 
• YOU! 

 
As we enter the new year, we have lots 
of needs in our leadership and service 
ministries.  Among them are: 

• Audio and Video Assistants for both 
worship services 

• Praise Team - Instrumentalists and 
vocalists 

• AWANA Bus/Van Drivers and  
   Copilots 
• Leadership Teams needing new 

members: 
• Adult Leadership Team 
• Children’s Leadership Team 
• Discipleship Team 
• Evangelism/Outreach Team 
• Facilities Team 
• Missions Team 
• Safety and Security Team 
• Student Leadership Team 
• Worship Team 

• Deacon Helpers 
• Children’s Sunday School Teach-

ers 
• 3-5 new church Trustees 

 
If you are willing to serve God and the 
church in any of these ways, please con-
tact the office.  THANK YOU! 



Deacon Ministry 

Our deacon body is made up of men who meet the qualifications for deacons 

according to Scripture and who are willing to receive the church’s calling to 

help us minister to special needs among persons in our church and communi-

ty. According to our church policies, deacons serve for three years before tak-

ing a break for at least a year. However, if the need arises, a deacon may serve 

a second consecutive three-year term before taking a one year break. Most re-

cently, our church has benefitted from the faithful service of three men, two of 

whom have served six consecutive years. In 2023, they will take a break. There-

fore, we will be officially operating with one deacon, Randy Andersen. He needs 

help! In a few weeks, you will be hearing about a plan to include anyone and 

everyone in a ‘deacon helper’ ministry. It will be coordinated through the 

church office with the guidance of our deacon(s). It will be a way to organize 

the church into ministry teams so that we can better minister to one another 

and to the community. Watch for more information and begin praying about 

being involved. 

Children’s and Youth Sunday School  

Teachers Needed 

Teachers are needed for the new year for our youth (7th - 12th Grade) and Chil-

dren (4th - 6th Grade).  Please contact Rudy Varju or the church office if you are 

interested. 

Leadership Team - Ministry Opportunities 

Serving on a leadership team is a great way to serve the church and help us 

strengthen and grow.  You can find descriptions of all of the teams on our web-

site.  If you are interested in serving on a team, contact the team leader or the 

church office.  We would love to have you! 



New Year’s Day 

 Worship Service 
The Christmas season is just around the corner.  This year, Christmas and New Year’s Day are on Sundays.  

The CLC recently voted not to have Sunday School either of those weeks, but that we will meet in one com-

bined worship service on both of those Sundays. 

New Year’s Day Calendar: 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

10:30 a.m. - Combined Worship Service 

 

What Does 204 Operation Christmas Child Boxes Look Like??? 
 

Yes, that’s how many boxes you brought to deliver to children 

around the world in Jesus’ Name.  “The boxes will be distributed to 

ministry partners in over 100 countries.  These trained volunteers 

not only place each gift in the hands of a child, they tell the boys 

and girls about the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Greatest Gift, and in-

vite them to learn more about him through The Greatest Journey.” 

And here’s what they looked like when ready to begin their jour-

ney!  







 

We desperately need your help in the nursery.  

Due to health issues and a recent relocation, our volunteers are 
down 4 (yes 4) persons!  You may think, “There hasn’t been any 
little ones recently.  Why do we need to have nursery work-
ers?”  Our answer, “Just recently a young family was visiting, 
looking for a home church and the sweetest child needed care 
while the family attended services.  And doesn’t our Lord want 
us to be prepared for others who will come?”  Only asking for 
only one hour a month!!  Please step up and serve the Lord in 
this ministry!  Contact Cass Lowery 
at edandcasslowery@gmail.com or call (609) 364-8016. We 
will work with your availability….. 

mailto:edandcasslowery@gmail.com


Awana Puppeteers 

Kelly Kearney-Birchall  & Jeff Amarello  



As the old year draws to a close and we prepare for a new year, we would like to thank those of you who 

have generously donated material to our church library.  Many of you have left books without a note and so 

we can’t send a personal “Thank You” because we don’t know who you are, but 

please accept this Thank You. 

Once again, our green cart will be in the hallway outside the library door with free 

devotions and Bibles during December and January.  Many of you enjoy variety and 

would like  to try a new devotional in the new year.  Feel free to take a devotional 

book from the cart.  You may  want to exchange your old one for a new one.  You 

will also find free used Bibles on the cart.  Some of our members and visitors have 

asked if they could take one for a friend.   YES, YES, YES!  We want to encourage 

friends and visitors to have a Bible of their own. 

Let’s prepare to stay in God’s Word in a variety of ways to grow and love Him more.   

To God be the Glory 

 

 

 

 

AWANA Bus/Van Drivers and Copilots 

We REALLY NEED more drivers and copilots for the Wednesday AWANA program.  Each 
route takes an hour or less.  The pickup routes leave the church about 4:45; the dropoff 
routes, about 7:30.  You can sign up for either route or both as a driver and/or copilot - we 
are really flexible!  But we also really need the help!  With enough helpers, nobody should 
need to do it more than a time or two a month. 



NEEDED:  Your smile and a helping hand to 

greet all persons and hand out bulletins as 

they enter on Sunday mornings.  Also, direct 

anyone needing to know where a specific 

Sunday School class or the Nursery is.  

If you’d like to join the First Impressions 

Team please contact Deb Carlson at  

931.210.9998 or email tenndlc@gmail.com  

Wowen’s Bible Study 

Tuesday’s @ 1:00pm 

January  2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th  

Led by: Nina Prigodich 

Bring Your Bible - Studying the Book of Psalms 

 

 

 

 





  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discipleship Class  

Led By:  Bill & Brenda Foley 
 

Bible Study Series - Wednesday's @ 6pm 
Room 202 - Conference Room 

 
What Does Unity In The Church Mean 

What Are Ways To Witness 
How Do Faith And Works Relate 

What Are Angels 
 

Come and be a part of this Exciting Class ! 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 4, 2022 

4:00pm 
 

Upcoming Concerts: 
   January 29, 2023 - Legacy Five  

   April 30, 2023 - Booth Brothers 

   July 30, 2023 - Whisnats 

    October 29, 2023 - The Kramers 

 



 







 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

 January 6 - Red Cross Blood Drive @ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

January 8 - The Lord’s Supper @ 9:00 am & 10:30 am 

January 19 - Game Night  (Soup & Games) @ 6:00 pm 

January 21 - Men’s Breakfast @ 8:00 am - 9:00 am 

January 23 - New Member Reception @ 2:00 pm 

January 23 - Quarterly Business Meeting @ 6:00 pm 

First Baptist Church  Golf League 

 

 

 

 

Golf resumes in March, 2023 


