
OCTOBER   NEWSLETTER 



Anniversaries 

 

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!    -Psalm 118:24 

   10/03  Ronald & Joan Brining       

          10/05  Frank & Andrea Huff  

   10/21  Don & Debbie Dunwoody 

   10/22  Pete & Barb Soroka 

 

10/2  Jim Coleman 

10/4  Mary Leighty 

  10/5  Mary Box 

  10/5  Charlotte Heron 

  10/8  Gene Touchstone   

         10/10  Debbie Dunwoody 

  10/12  Nina Prigodich 

  10/13  Doug Elders  

  10/16  Memphis Smith 

  10/17  John Olson 

        10/18  Kay Lynn Elders 

                   10/19  Beverly Fenner 

    

  10/19  Don Freelove  

                                 10/20  Sammie Cox 

     10/20  Kathy Molnar 

   10/21  Diane Mueller 

     10/22  Heaven Brown   

       10/22  Linda York   

    10/23  Bonnie Peterson 

     10/29  Donna Abbott 

      10/30 Cass Lowery 

   10/30  Ken Schrichte  

     10/31  Haley Brown  

  

 

 



Barbara Parsons Bryan & Barbara Wright 

Wilma Banach Colby & Marcia Ardis 

Dub & Milda Pierce 

 



The Pastor’s Two Bits... 

“I am sorry.”  Those are some of the hardest words for 

anyone ever to say.   

“I love you.”  For some people, those are just as hard, or 

harder.   

Two three-word sentences.  They have a way of getting 

stuck in the throat.  It’s not necessarily that a person isn’t 

sorry or that they don’t love someone, but for some rea-

son, it can be hard to verbalize.   

It shouldn’t be.   

“I am sorry” when spoken humbly and from the heart is a 

plea for forgiveness.  It is a resolve to mend a problem or 

acknowledge a wrong.  It is a first step to a new begin-

ning.   

“I love you” are the three most important words of hu-

manity.  They are proactive and preemptive.  The Bible’s 

primary theme is God’s love for us and His encourage-

ment for us to love Him and one another.  Love is the 

foundation of Christian faith.  It is the foundation on 

which the church is built.  Jesus said (John 13:35)  By this 

shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love one to another.  Later, John would also write (1 John 

4:7-8)  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; 

and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  

He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.   

************************* 

To My Church Family, 

I am sorry.  Through this past year, the church has de-

clined and lost many good people and staff.  My personal-

ity and leadership methods have resulted in the loss of 

good leaders.  For that, I am truly sorry. 

 

I love you.  When God called me to pastor this church, I 

began to love you.  And that love has only grown.  I love 

you as brothers and sisters in Christ and I love you as fel-

low co-laborers in His Kingdom.  I love and respect this 

church from the deepest part of my being. 

I am torn up about how torn up we are at the moment.  

The uncertainty.  The rumors.  The continued exit of good 

people from our fellowship.  Please forgive me.  When 

things like this happen in a church, all eyes turn to the 

Pastor, either as the source of the problem, or maybe a 

source of leadership back to stability.  I acknowledge my 

role in the problem.  But I would also like to be part of the 

solution. 

We desperately need to pull back together.  We need to 

close the back door to people leaving, and open wide the 

front door to new people coming.  We need to love one 

another and build up one another.  Let us please do it to-

gether.  For my part, I make these pledges to you: 

1.  I will continue to faithfully teach and preach the 

Word of God without apology nor compromise; 

2. I will work with the CLC and Leadership Teams to cre-

ate an environment of grace, fellowship, and joy in 

Christ; 

3. I will encourage and model a spirit of love and cooper-

ation within the church staff that will reflect into the 

church body; and  

4. I will love this church and do all within my strength to 

build it up in Christ. 

I am honored and humbled that God and you trust me to 

be your Pastor.  Please pray for the church, for our leader-

ship, and for God’s Holy Spirit to be at work among us.   

 - Pastor Doug 





 

Hiwassee Loop Train Ride 

October 13th - 9 am  
 

                

  

 

 

First Baptist Church Golf League 

October 6, 2022 

Heatherhurst Brae Golf Course 

Time:  8:03 am 

Back 9 Holes 

 



OCTOBER 22, 2022 
SATURDAY 5:30pm 

OCTOBER 15, 2022 

SATURDAY 8:00am 



Karen Peck & New River  

Concert - First Baptist Church 

October 30th - 4 pm 

 

November 26th - 5 pm  



 

 

Quarterly Business Meeting 

October 24, 2022 

6:00 pm 



 Discipleship Class  

Led By:  Bill & Brenda Foley 
 

Bible Study Series - Wednesday's @ 6pm 
Room 202 - Conference Room 

 
* What are the attributes of God? 

 
* Is the Bible true today? 

 
* Are there still Prophets?  

 
* What happens when we die?  

 
* Can you lose your salvation?  



 

Activities on Wednesday’s 
 

6:00pm - Awana for K-6th Graders 
 

6:00pm - Solid Rock Student Ministries  

7th-12th Grade 
 

6:00pm - Awana Parents Bible Study 

1 Peter 

Led by: Kay Lynn Elders  
 

5:30pm -  Light Supper For Children  

And Parents 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 4, 2022 

4:00pm 
 

Upcoming Concerts: 
   January 29, 2023 - Legacy Five  

   April 30, 2023 - Booth Brothers 

   July 30, 2023 - Whisnats 

    October 29, 2023 - The Kramers 

 



    

 

 

"Our Discipleship Team is moving forward in our church partnership 
with Crab Orchard Elementary School in providing tutors or assis-
tants for special events for school activities.  Volunteering for the 
Crab Orchard after school program, which begins in mid October 
from 2:45PM - 4:30PM, is an ideal way for our church to give back to 
our community.  We have several volunteers already, but we can al-
ways use more.  If your interested, please contact church member 
Marcia Ardis at 931-260-9903 or by email at marciatn1@gmail.com." 

mailto:marciatn1@gmail.com


Women’s Missionary Union 

Purpose:  The Women’s Missionary Union (WMU) is one segment 

of the church’s Missions Ministry Team  and is comprised of ladies 

in the church who keep the congregation informed about Southern 

Baptist Missions through  special offerings, mission moments, 

meetings, and announcements.  The WMU helps coordinate all 

mission and ministry involvement through a variety of activities 

that help women fulfill Christ’s mission in their lives.  The WMU 

promotes women’s involvement with the six internal missions 

groups of the WMU and provides for the financial and spiritual 

needs of those various WMU ministries. 

WOM Purpose:  The responsibility of the WOM is to provide a way for all the ladies in the 

church to participate and serve in worldwide missions, and to keep everyone apprised of 

events being supported by the local, state, and national WMU.  At meetings, the business of 

the collective WMU groups is discussed, devotions are held, and the ministries of missionaries 

around the globe are presented. 

Mark Your Calendars:   

M&M’s Luncheon  

October 20, 2022 

 11AM in Fellowship Hall 



 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

October 13 - Hiwassee Loop Train Ride (Chattanooga) @ 9:30am Lv Church  

October 20 - Game Night @ 6:00pm-8:00pm 

 October 22 - Chili Cook Off & Movie Night @ 5:30pm-8:30pm   

October 29 - Fall Festival @ 1:00pm-5:00pm 

November 19 - Church Thanksgiving Dinner @ 5:00pm-7:00pm 

December 10 - Christmas Open House @ 5:00pm-7:00pm 

**Sign Up Sheets In Church Lobby** 

 



 

Stewardship Moment 

Let’s Be Debt Free in 2023! 
 

One of our approved Strategic Planning goals is to pay off our current debt by the end of 
2023.  Our starting mortgage balance was ≈ $315,000  The Mortgage currently at $299, 000. 

 

As with any building campaign, some allowances/structure must be maintained during this 
process.  One stipulation we must make is as we grow closer to paying off the debt, it is possi-
ble that more money may be collected than is needed.  Since this campaign is for a specific 
goal (to pay off our mortgage), if money greater than this amount is collected, the church 
needs to have church membership approval to put this money into the General Fund or main-
tain it in the Building Fund for repairs.  We will certainly strive to communicate our precise 
balance on this campaign to minimize any overage collected, but we realize this is a possibility.  
If necessary, we can discuss this in one of our Quarterly Business Meetings in 2023. 

 

Please prayerfully consider how you can help our church to achieve this goal! 

 

God Bless! 

 

Bill Foley, Chairperson 

Stewardship/Finance Committee 

 

 


