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Have you noticed an increase in our worship 

attendance lately?  So far this year, our worship 

numbers have averaged higher than theyôve been in 

5 years, and since June 1, theyôve been 7% higher 

than the average!  Thatôs great!  I hope the upward 

trend continues.  And our Sunday School numbers 

are the highest Iôve seen them in the 7+ years I 

have been here as pastor! 

But I have a couple of concerns.  One is that we 

have been having lots of repeat visitors who have 

not become members of the church.  I hope they 

will, soon.  I hope that if you are a member, that 

you will encourage others to become members, too.  

Help them to understand the benefits of 

membership:  

 

¶ Being part of a family of like-minded believers 

who desire to serve God; 

¶ Being part of a family that loves and supports 

one another in good times and bad; 

¶ Being part of a church that helps one another 

sharpen and strengthen their faith and grow in 

Christ-likeness. 

¶ Being part of a church that affords them 

opportunities to serve God in many different 

ways.  There are some areas of service that are 

only open to members, such as childrenôs 

ministries, teaching, and certain mission trips.  

Being a member opens those doors. 

 

I pray that folks who might be sitting on the 

sidelines right now would commit themselves to 

the ministry and mission of this church through 

membership. 

 

A second concern is in regards to baptism.  We 

have yet to have a single baptism this calendar 

year.  But granted, itôs not for lack of trying.  

Weôve had a faithful team of folks making weekly 

outreach and evangelistic home visits.  I have 

personally made nearly 200 of those kinds of visits.  

In the last couple of months, I know of several 

persons who have prayed to receive Jesus... but so 

far, none have submitted themselves to baptism.  

That concerns me.  Baptism is an important 

milestone in faith:  

 

¶ It is a common act of obedience done by every 

Christian. 

¶ It is way for new Christians to prove their 

commitment to God. 

¶ Immersion under water in baptism is a symbol 

of Jesusô death, burial, and resurrection; and a 

way for the person to symbolically identify 

with Him. 

¶ It is symbolic of the death of your old ólifeô - 

your old habits and lifestyle (2 Corinthians 

5:17). 

¶ It is a necessary part in attaining membership 

into this church. 

 

 Please pray that God will open the waters of 

baptism to us once again.  Be bold in sharing your 

faith with unbelievers.  And may we be faithful to 

new Christians with our commitment to disciple 

them to become fruitful members in Godôs 

Kingdom. 

 

  Fairfield Glade FBC is a good church.  Be proud 

of it.  Be out there talking about it to your friends 

and neighbors.  An old businessman/friend of 

mine used to pride himself on the fact that he 

never advertised his business.  Instead, he always 

said that the best advertisement is word-of-mouth 

from the customers that he had served well.  I 

think thatôs a good philosophy for the church, too. 

       Pastor Doug 



Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it.  Psalm 127:1a 

Itôs AWANA time, Baby! 
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ǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻǳǊ ōŜƭǘǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ 
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ȅŜŀǊΣ ƭƛƪŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƭǳōōŜǊǎ 
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ǘŀǳƎƘǘΦ 

[ŜǘΩǎ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜƭƭΗ                                             -tŀǎǘƻǊ 9ƭƭƛƻǘ 

 


















